
CONGRESSMAN OLVER ANNOUNCES $80,100 FOR LANESBOROUGH FIRE DEPARTMENT
November 16, 2004

  
           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (1st District)             announced that the U.S. Department of Homeland Security has awarded             $80,100 to the Lanesborough Fire Department. The grant will allow             the department to upgrade its breathing apparatus with 16 new state-of-the-art             breathing units. 

           "Our firefighters deserve the best training and equipment           to do their jobs safely and effectively," Olver said. "First           responders risk their lives every day for their communities. The new           equipment, which the department cannot afford with its current budget,           will enhance the safety of firefighters, as well as the community members           they serve and protect."

           The new equipment will include devices that alert           others when a firefighter has been incapacitated, voice amplification           and radio interface capabilities, and air pressure displays that provide           firefighters with a constant reminder of remaining air. 

           The grant was awarded through the 2004 Assistance           to Firefighters Grant Program. The program is administered by the U.S.           Fire Administration (USFA), a division of the Federal Emergency Management           Agency (FEMA). FEMA is an agency within the U.S. Department of Homeland           Security. 

           The Lanesborough Fire Department is one of 157 departments           across the country to receive funding through this latest disbursement           of the 2004 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program. Under the 2004           grant program, awards to fire departments around the country will be           announced each week beginning in June 2004, with the competitive funds           obligated by the end of September 2005.

           The Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program awards           one-year grants directly to local fire departments, enhancing their           abilities to respond to fire and fire-related hazards in their communities.           Grants are designed to help local fire departments purchase firefighting           equipment, fund firefighter health and safety programs, enhance emergency           medical services programs, and conduct fire education and prevention           programs. Fire departments receiving the awards represent a cross section           of the nation's fire service, including those from urban, suburban           and rural areas as well as those made up of paid and volunteer firefighters           and those that are a combination of both. 

           ###

For more information, contact Lanesborough Fire Chief           Peter Oakley at 413-443-2321.
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